
May 4, 2020 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

During the past several weeks, I have heard the words “unprecedented”, “uncertain” and “difficult” uttered 

more times than I care to recall relative to the current time. --And I’m not referring to COVID-19.  

I’m writing to you about local, public K-12 education—specifically, Hammond students and their quest to 

become the best they can be.   

Yes, this is a request for your hard-earned dollars . . . to support amazing learning opportunities . . . to 

enable caring teachers to enrich their students!    

Since 1983, the Hammond Education Foundation, a 501(c)3 voluntary, not-for-profit organization, 

proactively has enabled and supported extraordinary learning to help School City of Hammond students 

succeed.  

Thanks to you and others, HEF has raised more than $1.5+ million to fund 1,148 teaching/learning grants, 

nearly 300 college scholarships and numerous, innovative initiatives that exceed Hammond school 

budgets. For example:  

• programs that have boosted English literacy skills among students who reside in homes in which 

any of 30+ dialects are the primary means of verbal communication.  

• provision of copies of a book authored by former Indianapolis Colts football coach Tony Dungy 

about character development, which became a reading and discussion offseason activity of one 

of our high school football teams.   

• introduction of Indiana’s first college transition and readiness program for helping high school 

seniors gain access to college and persist successfully to graduation.       

In fall 2021, a state-of-the-art high school will open in Hammond. The new school and an enhanced 

Morton High School will augment students via an emphasis on project-based learning. STEAM disciplines 

of science, technology, engineering, art and mathematics will assume greater academic focus.   

Hopeful that you want to help, here is my ASK: Would you please invest in student success via any of the 

following educational options proposed by the Hammond Education Foundation (HEF)? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

___ $50 ___$75  ___$100 ___$250 ___$500  ____Other  

___for Project-Based Learning   ___for STEAM education   ____at HEF discretion 

Please write a check payable to the Hammond Education Foundation noting in the memo line or with the 

bottom portion of this letter by June 1, 2020 or sooner, and U.S. Mail to HEF at the address listed below. 

Or, donate NOW using https://www.hammondeducationfoundation.org/ find CONTRIBUTE on the header 

page and follow the steps. Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you, very much.  

Sincerely, 

Edward Schoenfelt.  

Interim Executive Director 
Hammond Education Foundation 
41 Williams Street, Hammond, IN 46320 

  

https://www.hammondeducationfoundation.org/

